Population and Community Development Association




Education to foster

Future
Soclal Entrepreneurs

and

Community
Development Leaders




and to help rectify

the poor state
of

Rural Thal Education




The Thai education system
I  concentrates on
NOJ=
MEMORIZATION

and emphasizes

literacy and
numerical skills




With weak emphasis on

New 1deas

and




Low Achievement of Thail Education

National average performance
for year 12 exams

90 English ==Matchematics ==Science ==Thai
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70 Thai
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10 English
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Thal Education

Doubled in during last 8 years
Unit : 100,000 Million Baht

20 % of

| National budget /
This percentage

IS the 29 highest
proportion in the world




Negative Consequences on Villages of

Our Education & Rural Development
Practice

University
Students

Youth Workers mi .,p i

( Dull education)



Farmers are getting older
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The two age groups remaining in the village
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O_ur Thal
educational system

preparing

rural students forj\

fOW

‘e world of tomo!




We need
to change



What we teach
How we teach

as well as

The role



ne school has to change from
being just

School for students
INtOo

A Lifelong
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for students,

thelr families

e entire community



while the school

must also become

a HUB for

Community
Develobment




We have to advance
To this:

From this:
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S pioneered by a handful
f educational Institutions

Including

The

ampboo School
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The Bamboo School

IS WORKING TOWARDS




THROUGH CRAFTING

FUTURE
JCIAL ENTREPRENEURS

AND

JMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
I1EADERS









...who are stimulated to

THINK

OUTSIDE
THE BOX
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Vegetables
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nerican Standard vegetables
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World’s largest
amboo Geodesic Dome










Students applying
for admission to grade 7
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are interviewed and selected



udents also mterwew parents




Democratic Education
Two students are elected

to sit on the school board
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Surveymg prlces before purchasmg




_ tudents

;|

N

teacher selection




Fostering new attitudes
T




Jnderstanding hunger




Creative Discipline
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Phones
an only be used
)r one hour

per week

Letter writing
replaces

telephones



Questlon Tlme













arning outside the classroom




Students_produce Bio- Dlesel







J)r classroom and dormitory




Studying Solar Powered water pump
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chool fees are paid by

arents and students
by performing

Nnd



Parents perform
400 NC
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)od deeds and Commu'nity service
by students In lieu of school fees
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Community Service...
aching young students in villages




nvironmental Protection




Promoting Environmental
Awareness Among Chlldren __




Cleaning of Village, School
and Temple




Good Deeds Pool
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Life saving swimming classes
for students from rural government schools
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ldentifying
Corruptlon & Solutlons

udents propose that as a first step...
all schools should become



Student Ombudsman
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School garbage separation bins

Corrupt
people




survey amongst three groups
showed that

the majority regarded

orruption as acceptable
If benefits were shared

vernment Officials =62 %
siness People =65%




Students are also involved
in tackling INnequalities

v




andparents & grandchildren:
A partnership to raise income,

ngthen bond and




Income generatlng actlvmes
for vulnerable groups
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The teaching of
agricultural

and

IS an
Important objective



Only of students

ho complete primary, secondary
or tertiary education

re able to find

/0% are forced to become
self-employed,
without training



chool “Poverty Eradication” Plot




Out of Season Lime

grown in cement rings
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|lnnovative method







Ready for the market




snhrooms grown in retired beach umbrellas
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ower and decorative plant business




eparing to grow hydroponic vegetables




Student hydroponlc busmess
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Other Student businessuemsm
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Student S rlce mill
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The school I1s determined to

INspire students
to become citizens who are:

, willing to share
Innovative & resourceful
happy &caring
and also possess management &
business skills
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Bamboo School also assists
students to find

-oliday Job Training
Opportunities



Work experience:
Hotel, Hospltal Restaurant
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sic for schools and communities by
kulele Band




Student mu3|c busmess




Music IS an
portant and powerful

tool to foster
positive
uman development



. rnmg to share through musm
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Jent Ukulele band entertammg (IKEA customers







Teaching music to
dlsabled students




Teaching music to
disabled students
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Knowledge & Skills imparted
by the Bamboo School

Basic Education
w & Life Skills
Social Entrepreneurship,

flechai . -
echal Social Responsibility
mboo & Teaching Skills
é SO Business & Life skills
Members
hool Surrounding Community
Institutions —> Development &
and Empowerment

Villages



1e Bamboo School is now

ural institutions




0 establish their own
Sustainable

)clal Enterprises

(Business Arm)

to help raise income and
nprove the quality of life










Isit by the ASEAN Association

for people with Disabilities
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Tralnlng The Bamboo school serves

as a Hub for Community Development
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Poverty Eradication

Farms
are being established

to help raise income
for rural schools
s well as to train students,
their and other






Students adding color




Farm begins to take shape




Students work on
hool’s poverty eradication farm
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Advanced stage of farm




BETLY agrlcultural activities




Book-keeping lesson




Business training and practice
for prlmary school Students
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>arents buy directly at the school




School microfinance for poor parents

grandparents to start their own business
- »




Small businesses started with
ro - credlt loans from the school
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lage Social Enterprise Silk Farm




Many products at
clal Enterprise Farm in a village




Community Mushroom
Somal Enterprlse




Social Enterprise Farm
perated by




Beginnings of a
1al Enterprise Farm at a




Social Enterprise Farm
cared for by elderly |t|zens




Social Enterprise Farm

at a Health Center
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ome generated from mushrooms
or Wheelchalr—bound villages
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Social Enterprise Farm
In a Small Prison
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Social Enterprise Farm
IN




The Bamboo School
has generated

ynsiderable interest

IN rural schools
throughout Thailand



ssoclation of Small Community Schools of Thailand,
representing 14,000 schools

has requested our assistance
to enable 1ts member schools to become
commiinityy hifelona learnina



Mechal Bamboo School

#,

mechai@pda.or.th




