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SPOTLIGHT

Southeast Asia More
Present than Ever!
Bernard Lanskey, President

T

he past few months seem to have seen
an almost unprecedented degree of
activity and cross-border collaboration
between tertiary music education
institutions across the Southeast Asian
region. While it has been heartening
to hear from the SEADOM Secretariat
of many schools signing up to join the
organization for a first time, it is the
volume of apparent connecting through
music-making across the network which
has been most heartening.
September saw interactions
occurring at the third Princess Galyani
Vadhana Institute’s Symposium in
Bangkok on Music & Socio-Cultural
Developments in ASEAN, with
faculty and students from many of the
network’s schools collaborating in an
array of performances as well as sharing
presentations. Where the range of topics
discussed was significantly more diverse
than ever before, the width of musical
styles, from traditional to electronic
and from canonic repertoire through
to improvisational creations mixing
traditional, Western and contemporary
styles and instrumentation was impressive.
October saw Yong Siew Toh
Conservatory’s Performers’ Present
Festival and Symposium in Singapore
which also had an unprecedented range
of Southeast Asian representation
alongside attendees gathering from
around the world. In total, over 35
regional performers or presenters
from Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia,

The 3rd Princess Galyani Vadhana Institute’s Symposium
on Music & Socio-Cultural Developments in ASEAN
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Yong Siew Toh Conservatory’s Performers’
Present Festival and Symposium
the Philippines, Cambodia, Myanmar
and Thailand contributed, a significant
increase from previous equivalent events
in 2009 and 2012.
Beyond the presentations
themselves, what has been really
heartening to witness in these gatherings
is the clear evolution of a sense of
regional connectivity, with so many
people knowing each other better,
registering their shared valuing of the
emerging relationships.
In the context of such growth in
belief, plans for the next congress in
Myanmar look particularly exciting. The

focus of the congress will be on the role
tertiary regional institutions can play in
nurturing the future of music-making
from the first stages.
In a world which seems to become
ever more complex and less sure in its
direction, it has been truly heartening to
feel such optimism emerging for music
across the region. In consequence, I
must say I am looking forward very
much to building on successes of the
2016 Congress in Vientiane to an even
more connected and exciting event in
Yangon from March 25-27 2017.
In preparation for the Congress, the
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recent projects linking to our Myanmar
partners through collaborations with
the Thailand Philharmonic and through
the Singapore Embassy augured well
for the future. Our musical resonances
were particularly telling in the context
of attendance by Myanmar’s senior
political leaders at both events.
I want to take this opportunity
to thank all in the SEADOM Office
as well as our representatives at the
national levels and through the thematic
groupings for their work in building up
our ever more present identity.

SHARE with NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE

Regional Meeting in Malaysia
Hasnizam Abdul Wahid,
SEADOM National Representative to Malaysia

T

he 2nd SEADOM Regional (Malaysia)
Meeting, was held at Akademi
Seni Budaya dan Warisan Kebangsaan
(ASWARA), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
on 18th July 2016 and was attended by
Institutional and Associate Member of
SEADOM. During the meeting a “Meet
and Greet with SEADOM” session with
Bernard Lanskey, SEADOM President
was also held and among those nonmembers attended include representatives
from Akademi Seni Budaya dan Warisan
Kebangsaan (ASWARA), Universiti
Teknologi MARA, UCSI University,
Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris
(UPSI), Sunway University, Universiti
Putra Malaysia, Arco Strings, Casio
(Malaysia) Bentley (Malaysia) with
total number of 24 attendees (Member
and Non-Member). During the event,
SEADOM President was invited to
share mission and vision of SEADOM
particularly issues related to music
education in the Southeast Asia region.
The 3rd SEADOM Regional
(Malaysia) meeting, was held at UCSI
University, on 20th October 2016. The
meeting is also in conjunction with
SPECTRA 2016, Music Technology
Festival, organised by Universiti Teknologi
MARA (SEADOM Institutional member)
and the submission of works was also
extended to the SEADOM Associate
member.
During the 3rd SEADOM Regional
(Malaysia) meeting, it was decided to
organize SEADOM-Malaysia combined
concert, and the first concert to be
organized in the Klang Valley, and will
hosted by UCSI University, on 22nd April
2017. Every Institutional Member are
invited to perform a 15 minute music
performance.

The SEADOM Regional (Malaysia) meeting
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SHARE with THEME CHAIR

Thailand Philharmonic Orchestra performed in Myanmar, 2016

Shortly
Myanmar
Notes
Paul Cesarczyk,
SEADOM Theme Chair

(Quality in Learning and Teaching)

A

s SEADOM prepares to hold its next
congress in Myanmar, it’s worth
considering some recent educational and
musical events that will likely have a
positive impact on the immediate future
of music education in one of South-East
Asia’s most rapidly developing nations.
(1) On 26 January 2016,
representatives from the Ministry of
Education, Development Partners, and
National Advisors for education gathered
at the Yangon University of Education
to discuss an early draft of the national
Teacher Competency and Standards
Framework. The Framework will, for
the first time in Myanmar, articulate
what is expected of teachers in their
professional practice at various stages
of their professional development. The
meeting was part of a larger UNESCO
sponsored initiative called “Strengthening
Pre-service Teacher Education in
Myanmar” (STEM), which aims to
undertake teaching training reforms in
the country. The stakeholders pledged to
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develop the Framework into a practical
tool for quality teacher training, appraisal,
and professional development.
UNESCO’s regional education
representative did not reply to my email
asking for more information before the
submission of this article. However,
setting educational standards with
international partners is a welcome
trend that will undoubtedly influence
music education in Myanmar in the
coming years.
(2) The Thailand Philharmonic
Orchestra performed in three Myanmar
cities, Yangon, Mandalay, and Nay Pyi
Taw during a tour that local press has
described as historic (Bangkok Post,
October 6, 2016). Though the late
August visit had strong diplomatic and
artistic implications, the orchestra’s
presence included satellite activities,
such as educational outreach and chamber
concerts with local musicians, intended
to spur and support music learning in
Myanmar.

WHAT’S ON

The 9th SEADOM Congress:
“Seeding the Musical Ground”
Bernard Lanskey, President

I

t is an honor and privilege to invite you to attend the
SEADOM Congress 2017 which will take place from
March 23 to March 25 at the Yangon Gallery, Yangon,
Myanmar. This year is the 9th SEADOM Congress
which will be reflected on the theme of “Seeding the
Musical Ground”.
Seeding the Musical Ground. Central to our
musical ecology is arguably a need for professional
organisations and music education institutions to nurture
a shared musical future, both in terms of assuring
society’s evolving appreciation of the value of music
and by ensuring that those individuals with the talent and
passion for a future creating, performing and producing
music and art have appropriate developmental support
from the outset. How do we influence the evolution of
Southeast Asia’s shared musical future? What skillsets and experiences do our students need as part of
their programmes? How do advocate for and influence
musical and artistic educational choices at local and
national level? What are our current practices? What
might be authentic future best practice?
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SHARE with CHIEF

Joseph Bowman
SEADOM Chief Executive

As many of our members are
getting back to school after a summer
of festivals and events, it’s a good time
to start thinking about plans for the next
SEADOM Congress. The 2017 SEADOM
Congress will take place from 23-25
March in Yangon, Myanmar. Details
regarding locations, hotel choices, and
schedule will be released soon and we
are feeling a lot of positive momentum
after our large gathering this past March
in Vientiane, Laos.
There is a special energy of
collaboration that is evident when
looking at out member schools reaching
out and making regional connections.
More and more news about student
and faculty exchanges, group projects.
When SEADOM started Dr. Sugree
mentioned his dream that it could be a

group where people could get to know
each other, and know about each other,
to share and grow.
The theme selected for next
year’s upcoming Congress is “Seeding
the Musical Ground”. As new music
opportunities develop in our region,
we are indeed seeing new growth and
development. How can we cultivate this
growth, nurture and fertilize it? And
then harvest and share with our local and
regional community? Sessions focusing
on this theme and relating them to core
SEADOM working themes are being
developed and should be fascinating.
Many thanks to our members for
their continued support of the SEADOM
initiative. Please do help our office stay
current with the latest information from
your member institution. If you have

SEADOM OFFICE
College of Music, Mahidol University
25/25 Phuttamonthon Sai 4, Salaya
Nakhon Pathom, 73170, Thailand
Phone: +66 2800 2525-34 ext. 233/ 241
Fax: +66 2800 2530
Email: contact@seadom.org
Facebook: SEADOM - Southeast Asian Directors of Music
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changes in leadership or administration
help update us. If you have activities or
projects that would like others to know
about, share them with our office and
we are happy to distribute throughout
our network.
Finally, a big thanks as always
to the many volunteers and interested
people who work together to help make
the SEADOM Association a growing
concern. From our first meeting in 2008,
to our small but incredibly important
Congress in 2012, to our association
registration in 2015 and our largest ever
congress this year with 120 participants
– brick by brick we are building for a
future of collaborative music training
in a dynamic part of the world!
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