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Prof. Bernard Lanskey
SEADOM President

I

t was wonderful to see such diverse
representation at the Yangon Congress
in March – I would like to re-iterate Joe’s
thanks to all in Myanmar who made the
event into something so memorable but
also I want to thank the SEADOM Office
and Joe for their wonderful work in
bringing the event together so positively.
Over the next two years, it will
obviously be vital as ASEAN evolves
to develop a stronger voice for Music
and music institutions in the regional
political landscape. Thanks to the
incredible work of Isabella Pek, we
have been working forward with the
ASEAN Secretariat to develop formal
recognition for the Association. While
this is still to be finally achieved, we
experienced a real milestone in early
May when we were invited as one of just
over 50 “ASEAN associated entities”
for an all-day meeting in Jakarta both
with the ASEAN Secretariat and with
representatives from relevant ministries
of almost all ASEAN countries. With
colleagues Isabella Pek and Shahanum
Shah, it was a real experience to

understand first-hand the systems and
ambitions of the ASEAN Secretariat and
the potential role for associate entities.
With the 50th Anniversary of
the regional association now upon us,
there was a clear sense of momentum
for regional evolution and it was clear
that our ambitions for the regional
development of music align closely
with the broader thrusts of the larger
organization. While it was clear that
the challenges of the region in terms
of political security and economic
development remain significant, it
was good to see the evolution of some
voice for the cultural dimensions of our
community. We were particularly pleased
that our plea that more aspirational
dimensions of community evolution
also be offered some voice even made
it, in an accredited form, to the minutes
of the event!
Following on from the meeting,
it is clear that this is the time to begin
to make an impact through the different
national agencies so that SEADOM
becomes ever more part of common
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parlance at the political level. With
the move to Singapore’s chairing of
ASEAN in January 2018, we hope to
be able to lobby for greater awareness
of artistic issues. Even if successful,
this will be an ongoing process and I
call on all national members to connect
with their ASEAN link points at national
level to facilitate awareness. As in other
fields observed in the day in Jakarta (a
particularly interesting parallel which
emerged was in textiles), the link
between local, regional and global
is a complex one where all elements
need acknowledgement, alongside a
recognition that culture never stays still!
Thank you to everyone who has
worked together so positively over
the past two years and I look forward
to working with new members and
representatives as build up an ever
more interconnected regional network
for all musics!

Share with Chief

Joseph Bowman

SEADOM Chief Executive

G

reetings from the SEADOM office.
The dust has settled from a very
successful Myanmar SEADOM Congress,
and we are so happy that the turnout
was so positive! Being able to shine a
spotlight on each of our SEADOM member
countries and showcase the musical
performances and music education of
the partners is one of our most cherished
opportunities. Many thanks go to our
Myanmar membership of SEADOM
for their hard work and dedication to
making the Congress a success!
As we move into midyear the
SEADOM office will turn its attention to

the transition for the next set of officers
and Executive Council to assume office.
Following that we will begin preparations
for our 2018 Congress which will be
in Bangkok, Thailand, although this
congress will move to a new time, one
month earlier – on Thursday – Saturday,
March 1-3, 2018. More details will
follow later in the summer months as
we confirm them.
The continued evidence of
more and more musical and academic
collaborations between SE Asian music
training institutions is delightful to
see. As we grow and connect – more

opportunities are forged for our students,
who gain from an increasingly regional
perspective to pair with their strong local
understandings.
Until next time – musically yours,
Joseph Bowman
Chief Executive – Southeast Asian
Directors of Music Association

Spotlight
2017 SEADOM Election Result for 2017 - 2019
SEADOM Officers and Executive Council
Following the election at the March Congress the following officers and members of the Executive Council
will assume terms for the 2017-2019 period.

Officers 2017-2019
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Bernard Lanskey
Sugree Charoensook
Ramona Mohd Tahir
Anothai Nitibhon

Executive Council 2017-2019
Bernard Lanskey (Singapore)
Sugree Charoensook (Thailand)
Ramona Mohd Tahir (Malaysia)
Anothai Nitibhon (Thailand)
Jean David Caillouet (Thailand)
Isabella Pek (Malaysia)
Van Thi Minh Huong (Vietnam)
Him Sophy (Cambodia)
Citra Aryandari (Indonesia)
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Paul Cesarczyk

SEADOM Theme Chair
(Quality in Teaching and Learning)

T

he recent SEADOM Congress in
Myanmar (March 23-25, 2017)
provided several opportunities for
discussion on the subject of Quality in
Teaching and Learning (QTL). Alongside
informal conversation, the first day of
activities allowed for a table discussion
inspired by the congress theme “Seeding
the Musical Ground”. In our group
discussion topics ranged from a more
effective use of the organization website
to how SEADOM can provide resources
for schools in developing communities.
The members who took part in the
table discussion came from a diverse

range of backgrounds and disciplines.
Myanmar members raised the possibility
of having teacher training at the next
congress. Several participants saw the
need for expanding SEADOM’s website
infrastructure by including a blog or a
virtual meeting place where upcoming
events and professional advice can be
exchanged.
On the final day of activities the
QTL Theme gave two presentations. Dr.
Cintra Aryandari from the Institut Seni
Indonesia in Yogyakarta read a recent
article on how the Mozart effect has
been used to promote music education
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in Indonesia. I introduced a recently
completed classical guitar syllabus
for the Thailand International Music
Examination and how it will shape
guitar learning in the upcoming years
in Thailand.
On March 26, I visited the stillunder-construction new Gitameit
building where I gave a lecture in
classical guitar history and theory. My
student at Mahidol University, College
of Music, Chinnawat Themthunkwun,
who took part in the Congress student
project, performed a short recital to a
group of Gitameit students.

Share with Member

FORUM OF ENTITIES
ASSOCIATED BY ASEAN,
4 May 2017
Isabella Pek
SEAMEX Institute Malaysia

O

n the 4th May 2017, ASEAN
Secretariat has invited the Association
of Southeast Asia Directors of Music
(SEADOM) to attend the Forum of
Entities Associated with ASEAN to be
held for the first time after 50 years of
ASEAN establishment. Isabella Pek,
Shahanum Shah and Bernard Lanskey
represented SEADOM at the Forum held
at the ASEAN Secretariat headquarters in
Jakarta, Indonesia. The other forty four
entities invited include ASEAN Law
Association (ALA), ASEAN Supreme
Audit Association (ASEAMSAI),
Southeast Asia Parties Against Corruption
(SEA-PAC), ASEAN Iron and Steel
Council ASEAN Tourism Association
(ASEANTA), ASEAN Bankers Association
(ABA), ASEAN Intellectual Property
Association (ASEAN IPA), ASEAN

Chess Confederation (ACC), ASEAN
Para Sports Federation (APSF), and
ASEAN Food and Beverage Alliance
(AFBA), and Traditional Textile Arts
Society of Southeast Asia (TTASSEA).
The objectives of the forum are
1. To raise awareness on the ASEAN
workings and how the entities may
engage with ASEAN Sectorial bodies;
2. To brief entities on its privileges
and obligations, including the use of the
ASEAN name and logo, submission
of projects, and submission of project
activities report;
3. To provide a platform to explore
possible cooperation between ASEC,
ASEAN related bodies and entities
and/or among the entities themselves;
4. To encourage entities to take part
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and / or initiate their own commemorative
activities for the 50th anniversary of
ASEAN.
The ASEAN sectorial bodies
representatives had presented the
workings of each sectorial bodies and
there were active discussions between
the representatives of the entities and
ASEAN representatives. Bernard Lanskey
suggested directions on the ASEAN
workings and Isabella Pek raised the
issue of intra-ASEAN applications.
Other discussions include one that
was raised by Traditional Textile Arts
Society of Southeast Asia, questioning
the four-year long waiting period to be
accredited as an ASEAN Civil Society
Organization (CSO). The Forum ended
at 5 p.m. with a sumptuous dinner.

Share with Member

Sound of Madison
Gevorg Sargsyan

S

ingapore - Participants from the
Madison Academy of Music held
in a concert performance in Chamber
Music Hall of Schloss Bruchsal, Germany,
as part of their music and cultural tour
to Europe.
From 14-24 Jun 2017, Madison
Academy of Music visited 7 cities in
Germany, Austria and France for a music
and cultural tour. On the last night of
the tour, 11 musicians performed for
German audience in the Chamber Music
Hall of Schloss Bruchsal, a lavishly
decorated Baroque style castle built
in 1720-1730s.
The tour organized by the Academy
will take participants to iconic locations
related to music such as sightseeing
at Mozart’s birthplace and a tour
of historical landmarks in the city.
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Along the trip, participants were also
given the opportunity to join master
classes taught by professors in Karlsruhe,
Germany.
“One of the highlights of this
tour is the opportunity to study with
acclaimed professors in Germany,
followed by a concert performance at the
iconic Schloss Bruchsal. The itinerary
is specifically designed for the concert
performance and while there were many
other activities, the master classes and
the performance are the main points
of the trip” said the Music Director,
Gevorg Sargsyan.
Madison Academy has a strong
belief in nurturing its students to become
music professionals and, pursue career in
the creative industries. With opportunities
such as an overseas performance students
were given the chance to go beyond
borders for exposure.

Contact Information:

Alexandra Sanoria
alexandra.sanoria@madisonacademy.
com.sg
+65 9451 8916
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Hasni Shima Binti Othman
Universiti Teknologi Mara, UiTM

UiTM Chamber Choir (UCC) European Tour 2017 - 2nd Kalamata
International Choral Festival/Competition in Greece, UiTM
Chamber Choir Concert at Musikverein in Vienna Austria.
• Date : 9th Oct-22nd Oct 2017
• Place: Greece, Austria

U

iTM Chamber Choir and Women's
Chorale will be participating
to the 2nd Kalamata international
choral competition in Greece as a
first representative from Malaysia. This
event contains selected choirs from all
over the world for compete into several
categories and also exchange the culture

at friendship concert which will be held
at many different places in the local area.
Choir activity has wonderful value not
only singing with beautiful harmony but
also can connect the people through the
singing. This tour also contains another
great opportunity to perform at worldrecognized concert hall Musikverein
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in Vienna, Austria. This concert is with
a support of Malaysian embassy in
Vienna. I believe Malaysia has a great
musical culture and UiTM Chamber
Choir will be represent it to the world
with beautiful choral sound.

Share with Member
Mario Santoso Piano
Masterclass & Workshop
3 April – 5 April 2017
UiTM Faculty of Music

O

UiTM Chamber Choir (UCC) Culture Exchange
and Choral Performance Tour in Japan
• Date: 15th May- 22nd May 2017
• Place: Osaka, Akashi Japan

T

his project was for exchange the culture
between Japan and Malaysia through
music sponsored by Japan Foundation
and Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Arts
Foundation. UCC wasinvited from Osaka
College of Music for collaborating with
their university choirs and observed
several classes and facilities. Also we
performed at Akashi Seibu Concert
hall organized by Akashi International
Association with local junior high school
choir and children's choir. We also
provided workshop to the local people
for introducing Malaysian life and food
culture. Another wonderful opportunity
in this project was that Akashi Nishi
high school international human degree
program and UCC had a debate about each
count ire's economy situation, and culture

differences. This trip was a performance
purpose primary but also provided a great
opportunity to collaborate with local
students for knowing and understanding
different ideas, manner, future suggestion,
life styles.
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n April 3rd – April 5th 2017, a
piano masterclass & workshop
organized by the Performance Department
(MU222), UiTM Faculty of Music had
took place at the Orchestra Hall Faculty
of Music UiTM, Section 17 Campus,
Shah Alam. It was opened to public
and free admission. The guest was Dr.
Mario Santoso, currently serves as the
deputy of Musicology, Music Theory,
Composition, and Research at Universitas
Pelita Harapan Conservatory of Music.
He was also the prizewinner in the
Abilene Concerto Competition. It was a
fruitful activity where students gain lot
of knowledge by participating it either
as a participant or as an observer. The
event took place as follows:

Share with Member
Music & Sound Design Workshop with Quon Inc. Japan
May 12 – 14 , 2017
UiTM Faculty of Music

T

he idea of the video game music
composition workshop for the
UiTM Faculty of Music was proposed
by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ramona Mohd Tahir
after her working visit to Japan in 2016
and the realization was managed by Mr.
Ainolnaim Azizol. The UiTM video game
music composition workshop which is
also known as Video Game Music and
Audio Design Workshop (VGMA-D) was
the first of its kind in Malaysia at higher
learning institution. The objectives of
the workshop are to initiate alternative
creative platform in music making and
to explore alternative entrepreneurship in
music making. The VGMA-D workshop
was held at Universiti Teknologi MARA
(UiTM) Faculty of Music PYE Lab on
12th to 14th of May 2017 from 9.30am to
5.30pm. The workshop was in collaboration
with and presented by four members of
QUON Inc. Japan which was sponsored
by Japan Foundation Kuala Lumpur
(JFKL). The VGMA-D workshop is a
pilot project and open to UiTM Faculty
of Music students which was received 30
participations comprised of 24 faculty’s
music students and 6 faculty’s music
composition lecturers. At the end of the
workshop lectures, few groups of students
were required to produce one or more
video game music based on the video
game ‘order sheet’ provided by QUON
Inc. Japan and the production process
was assisted by the 6 faculty’s music
composition lecturers. Students works
were presented, reviewed, discussed and
awarded with first, second and third prize
towards the end day of the workshop.
After having a positive feedbacks and
good results from the participants, second
VGMA-D workshop will be conducted
in the near future.

01

02

03

04

05

06

01 A lecture on video game music
production process in Japan by Quon
Inc. Japan.
02 A lecture on sound design used
in video game music.
03 Group discussion on the given
order sheet.
04 Hands-on and production assignment
assisted by composition lecturer.
05 Students group presentation.
06 Award ceremony for best music
production on assigned video game
order sheet.
07 Group photo.
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Share with Member
Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music,
National University of Singapore

Media Release: Thursday, June 15 2017

Singapore’s leading international violin
competition returns in 2018
– Applications Now Open –
The Singapore International Violin Competition (SIVC), the landmark
cultural initiative for Singapore and South-East Asia launched in 2014/2015,
returns in 2018 and expects a pool of world-class talent to be gracing
Singapore’s concert hall stages.
In its inaugural year the Competition welcomed 35 competitors between 17 and
30 years of age to Singapore from 14 countries. Proving the truly global nature
and immense reach and interest in the competition internationally. The winner,
Tseng Yu Chien from Taiwan has since enjoyed an impressive career
performing with some of the world’s best orchestras including the London
Philharmonic Orchestra among others.
Applications opened on 1 June for competitors aged under 30, born after
1987, and the organisers expect to receive applications from around the globe.
The live final rounds of the Competition will take place from 28 January – 8
February 2018 across Singapore’s concert halls and the finalists will perform
with the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory Orchestra and the Singapore Symphony
Orchestra.
The winner will receive prize money of USD$50,000, significant international
performance engagements and a loan of a fine, rare instrument from the Rin
Collection owned by Founding Partners of the SIVC, the late Mr. Rin Kei Mei
and Mrs. Rin.
The Competition is again being hosted by the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of
Music (YST) at the National University of Singapore, and is supported by the
National Arts Council of Singapore.
The triennial competition serves to promote the continued growth and strength
of classical music in the region and around the world.

12 of Music,
Singapore International Violin Competition c/o Yong Siew Toh Conservatory
National University of Singapore , 3 Conservatory Drive, Singapore 117376
Tel (65) 6516 6189 Fax (65) 6779 1624
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Important Dates:
Applications Open:
1 June 2017
Applications Close:
30 September 2017
Announcement of 30 Shortlisted Competitors: 10 October 2017
First round:
28-30 January 2018
Semi-Finals:
1-3 February 2018
Finals:
5-6 February 2018
Grand Final:
8 February 2018
____________________________________________________________

Applications and more information:
www.singaporeviolincompetition.com
Media, please contact:
Mindy Coppin
mindy.coppin@octagon.com
Tel +65 6825 8260 (Singapore)
Amanda Broad
amanda.broad@octagon.com
Tel +65 6825 8264 (Singapore)
Registration information & other enquiries, please contact:
admin@singaporeviolincompetition.com
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Media Release: Monday 5 June 2017

Winner of Singapore International Violin
Festival makes triumphant return
at Singapore Violin Festival 2017
This year’s Singapore Violin Festival (29 May – 6 June) has seen many wonderful
performances, but one very special performance not to be forgotten is that of the
Tseng Yu-Chien in his first triumphant return to Singapore following his win in the
2015 Singapore International Violin Competition.
Accompanied by Evgeni Sinaiski on piano, the duo performed a repertoire of W. A.
Mozart, J. Brahms and J.S. Bach, as well as theme original variations for violin and
piano, Op.15 from H. Wieniawski.
The near capacity audience attending the concert at the Yong Siew Toh Concert Hall
rewarded Yu-Chien with rapturous applause and standing ovations for the Festival
Opening Concert.
When asked about the performance Artistic Director of the Festival and Chairperson
of the Singapore International Violin Competition Artistic Committee, Qian Zhou said:
“We were thrilled to welcome back our 2015 winner, Tseng Yu Chien, to
Singapore for the opening concert of the Singapore violin festival.
His stunning performance for the opening concert of the festival showed
great maturity, virtuosity, sincerity and the depth. It is reflective of our
competition aims - to support the most deserving violinist by giving them
the best opportunities for a professional career. Seeing his career flourish
brings excites us make the second one even better. “
About his return to Singapore for the first time since winning the inaugural Singapore
International Violin Competition in 2015, Yu-Chien said:
“I feel very thankful to everyone; to my parents to my teachers, and to the
competition and Qian Zhou. For me, I just feel like I’m doing what I do
everyday, like practice. Then after winning competitions, there are things
that you’ve never learned before. Relationships with your manager and
conductors and orchestra - it’s a whole different level of artists and
commitment. People view you as a winner of the competition, and they
expect you to play at a certain level, so you always want to improve
yourself. I think it’s a never-ending journey.”
Singapore International Violin Competition c/o Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music,
Tel (65) 6516 6189 Fax (65) 6779 1624
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The Singapore Violin Festival ends tomorrow Tuesday 6 June and there are many
more opportunities for violinists and enthusiasts to enjoy lessons, masterclasses and
concerts. For more information on the Festival, visit http://singaporeviolinfestival.com.
The timing of this year’s Festival coincides with the opening of applications for the
2018 triennial Singapore International Violin Competition, which attracts participants
from all over the world. For more information on how you can apply, visit
http://singaporeviolincompetition.com

About The Singapore International Violin Competition (SIVC)
The SIVC is a landmark cultural initiative for Singapore and South-East Asia
launched in 2014/2015. The Competition returns in 2018 and expects a pool of worldclass talent to be gracing Singapore’s concert hall stages.
In its inaugural year the Competition welcomed 35 competitors between 17 and 30
years of age to Singapore from 14 countries. The winner, Tseng Yu Chien from
Taiwan has since enjoyed an impressive career performing with some of the world’s
best orchestras including the London Philharmonic Orchestra among others.
Applications opened on 1 June for competitors and the organisers expect to receive
applications from around the globe.
The live final rounds of the Competition will take place from 28 January – 8
February 2018 across Singapore’s concert halls and the finalists will perform with
the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory Orchestra and the Singapore Symphony Orchestra.
The winner will receive prize money of USD$50,000, significant international
performance engagements and a loan of a fine, rare instrument from the Rin
Collection owned by Founding Partners of the SIVC, the late Mr. Rin Kei Mei and
Mrs. Rin.
The Competition is again being hosted by the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music
(YST) at the National University of Singapore, and is supported by the National Arts
Council of Singapore. The triennial competition serves to promote the continued
growth and strength of classical music in the region and around the world.
Important Dates:
Applications Open:
Applications Close:
Announcement of 30 Shortlisted Competitors:
First round:
Semi-Finals:
Finals:
Grand Final:

1 June 2017
30 September 2017
10 October 2017
28-30 January 2018
1-3 February 2018
5-6 February 2018
8 February 2018

____________________________________________________________
Applications and more information: www.singaporeviolincompetition.com
Media Contact: Mindy Coppin / mindy.coppin@octagon.com / (+65) 8181 0887
Registration information & other enquiries, please contact: Leaw Weilin /
admin@singaporeviolincompetition.com

Singapore International Violin Competition c/o Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music,
Tel (65) 6516 6189 Fax (65) 6779 1624
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PGVIM
International Symposium

August 30th - September 1st 2017 CALL FOR PAPERS

T

he Princess Galyani Vadhana Institute
of Music is pleased to announce
that it is now accepting submissions
for its fourth International Symposium
investigating the theme of “Music,
Myths, and Realities.”
Since ancient times, humans have
made sense of the world through
myth. Myths mirror back to us our
understanding of reality. The conflicts,
struggles, and phantasmagoric abilities
of mythological figures often reflect
the unique cultural context that first
projected them. At the same time,
myths also relate to universal features
of the human condition. Myths are at
once a window to the distant past anda
reflection of our current life experiences.
Myths have been a perennial source
of inspiration for musicians through
the ages. Southeast Asia is home to
countless myths and associated musical
traditions. We are looking for papers
and creative works that investigate
the connections between music and
ancient beliefs, traditional myths, or

folktales in their historical contexts, as
well as contemporary ones. We are also
interested in papers that explore how
traces of myths remain embedded in
contemporary music-making practices,
and that examine how the contemporary
reinterpretations and re-invention of
myths relate to musical expression
and meaning.
Just as myths have inspired
musicians, so too have musicians inspired
the creators of myths. The beauty and
seductive power of music is a theme
found in countless mythological tales.
We are also interested in papers that
examine how musicians themselves have
been mythologized through the ages.
How do old myths morph into
new ones?
How do new mythologies emerge
from the habits and contexts forged by
modernization (political myths, media
machines, etc.)? How does music reflect
these stories and adaptations?
What roles has music played
historically in disseminating and preserving
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myths and what role does it play today?
How have various thematic elements of
myth, such as heroism, the natural word,
the sacred, or the magical, been expressed
musically? How do myths about music
and musicians relate to historical and/
or contemporary conceptions of music
and its place in society?
We are hoping this coming
Symposium at PGVIM will be a unique
opportunity to learn about the myths of
Southeast Asia and the music connected
with them as well as reflecting on the
contemporary myths that inform or even
transform our current realities.

Deadline for submission:
24 July, 2017
More info here:
http://www.pgvim.ac.th/sym/ <http://
www.pgvim.ac.th/sym/>
http://www.pgvim.ac.th/sym/about.php
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SEADOM OFFICE
College of Music, Mahidol University
25/25 Phuttamonthon Sai 4, Salaya
Nakhon Pathom, 73170, Thailand
Phone: +66 2800 2525-34 ext. 233/ 241
Fax: +66 2800 2530
Email: contact@seadom.org
Facebook: SEADOM - Southeast Asian Directors of Music
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